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MINUTES 
 

Community Development Committee Meeting 
Village of Georgetown 

March 11, 2021 
 

 
The Village of Georgetown Community Development Committee convened in regular session on 
Thursday, March 11, 2021 from 6:01 p.m. until 6:57 p.m. in the Georgetown Municipal 
Building, Council Chambers.  The meeting was called to order with the following council 
members present: Council Member Andy Clift, Council Member Dave Guenther, and Council 
Member Ginny Colwell.  Employees present: Administrator Tyler Thompson and Clerk of 
Council Michelle Hopkins.  Mayor Dale Cahall was absent.  Also present were Nancy 
Montgomery, representing the Brown County Press, and Steve Wolfe, Resident. 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  
The renewal of the contract for the Gaslight Theater was signed off and is effective through the 
end of 2021. 
 
Nominations for committee chair were taken:  Council Member Colwell nominated Council 
Member Clift; Council Member Guenther, seconded the nomination.  Council Member Clift 
accepted the nomination. 
 
Council Member Clift mentioned placing signs at the park in the next week if it stops raining.   
 
Council Member Clift inquired of the grievance with the Mays’ property.  Administrator 
Thompson advised he has made calls and left messages but has received no return calls; 
therefore, there is no update.  Council Member Clift wants this subject brought up at regular 
Council meeting regarding putting up a fence with a sliding gate, where his half intrudes upon 
our property.  Council Member Guenther indicated this was previously shot down at Council last 
year.  Council Member Clift stated he believed it was put “on the warmer” until they learned 
what was going to happen with the pad.  Administrator Thompson believed it was that as well as 
an issue the church has with the fence.  Council Member Colwell agreed with Administrator 
Thompson.  Council Member Clift suggested that part be abandoned and stick with the other, 
because it’s a mess and always looks bad.  Administrator Thompson stated Code Enforcement 
Officer Click cited the property at the end of last year, and he will follow up with him. 
 
Council Member Clift moved that the January 2021 Community Development Committee 
meeting minutes be approved; Council Member Guenther seconded the motion.  Minutes were 
approved.    
 
Council Member Clift asked for his memory to be refreshed regarding Council’s decision at the 
last meeting on holding off paving the Bicentennial lot.  Council Member Guenther stated he 
thought it was more important to work on the walking path, but Council thought the other way 



_______________________________________ 
 

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
_______________________________________ 

VILLAGE OF GEORGETOWN, OHIO 
 

Committee Meeting  March 11, 2021 Page 2 of 6 
 

around or it’s undecided in Council.  Council Member Clift stated this was an item Fiscal Officer 
Newberry had; Council Member Guenther agreed, and indicated Council was still in discussion. 
Administrator Thompson stated he didn’t think there was any particularly clear direction on it.  
He recalled someone wanting to get bids for it and wasn’t certain if Fiscal Officer Newberry left 
the $50,000 in the appropriation, which was the estimate from the engineering firm to do the 
paving as well as the sidewalk down to the corner.  Clerk of Council Hopkins stated she 
remembered discussion regarding bids from contractors instead of engineers.  Administrator 
Thompson stated it was a two-part issue:  one being the $50,000 was in the appropriations 
ordinance and if we couldn’t do the project, or if the preference is not to do that project at all this 
year and save that money towards the walking path in the future that can be done.  He stated he 
would be hesitant to put a project out to bid if we’re not seriously looking to award.  Council 
Member Guenther stated after more consideration of the $50,000, he’s not thrilled about 
blacktopping the parking lot at this time and felt there were priorities the general budget could be 
used for, but he does believe the sidewalk needs to be taken care of and is willing to compromise 
in that regard.  Mr. Wolfe asked for an explanation of what two projects were being discussed.  
Council Member Guenther informed him the Bicentennial Park parking lot and explained what is 
being requested.  Council Member Guenther stated if the Village is going to have the residents 
maintain their sidewalks, the Village should be taking care of theirs.  Council Member Guenther 
explained his point was the walking path gets used much more than the Bicentennial Park 
parking lot and needs to be prioritized, but, again, the compromise should be about the sidewalk 
that needs repaired.  Council Member Clift interjected the walking path is approximately a 
$250,000 project, and the parking lot is a $50,000 project, which was felt to be high and could be 
bid lower.  Council Member Guenther stated as long as that included the sidewalk repairs.  
Council Member Clift stated it was brought to his attention the original design of the 
Bicentennial Park included a sidewalk between the park and parking lot and it was decided a 
long time ago it should wait until the paving project happened and this should not be forgotten.  
Council Member Guenther didn’t know why they waited since the sidewalk is concrete, and 
Council Member Colwell agreed.  Council Member Clift drew a picture to demonstrate what he 
was talking about.  Council Member Guenther wanted to know the purpose of the sidewalk, and 
Council Member Clift stated there’s supposed to be a sidewalk.  Council Member Guenther 
asked again the purpose of the sidewalk, and Ms. Montgomery stated it was part of design of the 
park and agreed at the time of the grant that the town would pay for it; Council Member Colwell 
agreed.  Ms. Montgomery stated it was to keep people from just walking through the parking lot 
and being met with people parking, backing in and out.  Council Member Clift stated it allows 
proper access and not walking too near to cars.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked to be heard, and then stated he is a huge fan of the Kathryn Hanlon Park and 
spends a lot of time there.  He spends a lot of time in other towns and those towns would like to 
have a park such as ours.  He offered kudos for our park and all that’s been done to bring it 
about.  He continued by stating he loves the park because it has something for his mom, for his 
kids, and there will be something there for his grandkids.  He felt there is a real need for some 
things and wasn’t sure where these fell on the priorities list, but the back road coming in is like a 
soccer person mini speed lot, where people are peeling through there.  He suggested a cheap, 
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easy fix of signage and also suggested game times could be coordinated with local law 
enforcement for traffic control due to the blind curves.  He won’t run in this area because of 
these issues.  Council Member Clift stated he didn’t believe there was a speed limit officially 
posted on the back road.  Council Member Guenther suggested it may be 25mph, but thought it 
should be 15 mph.  Mr. Wolfe suggested speed bumps as well, because he believes pedestrians 
don’t even walk through there and have to go up and around to get to the park.  He felt once 
there was speed bumps and signage as well as extra patrol, the message will spread that you 
don’t speed back there.  Mr. Wolfe also stated a more expensive option to be considered at a later 
time would be to widen the road.  Council Member Guenther thought there were speed bumps 
back there at one time, but because people would drive around them in the grass they were 
removed.  Mr. Wolfe mentioned the “Safe Walks to School” grant that was awarded in Adams 
County and suggested maybe there is one floating around for safe grounds for a park.   
 
Council Member Guenther asked if there was a previous discussion whether part of that road was 
not in town and asked if this was correct.  Administrator Thompson stated it’s all in town; 
however, dependent upon which map you look at, the question is going to be the road itself 
because it technically dead ends at East Grant or the last couple of houses, and it actually crosses 
through a very bizarre long parcel that runs at one point to a road going to 125 and jogs through 
there before it even gets onto Village property again. He continued stating it would be worth 
finding out if there is an actual easement through the privately owned land; hopefully, we do, but 
it wouldn’t shock him if we don’t, because it’s always been there and it’s not been questioned.  
Mr. Wolfe stated right now it falls into the category better to not have a parking lot back there if 
you’re not going to maintain a good roadway to get back there.  Administrator Thompson 
suggested doing the signage and traffic detail during sporting events; however, he’s reluctant to 
do the speed bumps particularly when having to plow streets, which causes trouble for plowing.  
Mr. Wolfe suggested polyurethane speed bumps that are bolted down and could be removed in 
the winter.  Administrator Thompson stated those are usually small enough that they barely serve 
a purpose and others that are big enough that are almost too good.  Administrator Thompson 
indicated there are probably some speed limit signs in the garage that could be put up.  Council 
Member Clift suggested a large sign stating Kathryn Hanlon Park, speed limit 10-15 mph, 
strictly enforced.  As far as a sidewalk, this is not an option at this time, but when expanding the 
roadway, it could be done then.  The committee agreed to have signage and patrol.  Council 
Member Guenther made a motion the committee bring it to Council to have speed limit signage 
at the back entrance of the park from the last house and at the beginning of the seasons the sports 
leagues provide their schedules to the Village of Georgetown Administration Office so this can 
be relayed to the police chief in order to have traffic detail during sporting events.  Council 
Member Colwell seconded the motion.  All in favor; motion carried.   
 
Council Member Clift then asked Mr. Wolfe, who spends a great deal of time at the park if he 
had any complaints.  He had nothing but compliments to everyone on the work at the park, it is a 
good park, and they do a good job on it.  Council Member Guenther stated it’s come a long way 
in the past ten years.  Mr. Wolfe stated his ultimate dream would be to have an amphitheater in 
the future.  Council Member Clift stated some of those ideas have been mentioned in the past.  
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Council Member Guenther indicated there is enough acreage.  Mr. Wolfe asked of the acreage; 
Council Member Clift indicated 20 acres, adding it would be nice to have a fishing pond.  
Council Member Guenther stated a fishing pond and campsites have been discussed, and the 
possibilities are endless.  Ms. Montgomery stated a golf course has also been mentioned 
previously. Council Member Clift mentioned a public swimming pool.   
 
Ms. Montgomery stated there is a need for a water feature in the county, and mentioned she is 
not too optimistic on the splash pad, because Fayetteville is applying and they’ve never had it, so 
they will get a lot of points for never having the grant and we’ll lose a lot of points because 
we’ve had it three out of four years.  She also stated this is the year to do it because they’ve 
doubled the money.  Ms. Montgomery stated she could go out and raise $20,000 to $25,000, but 
could not raise $55,000, which is why she wants to do it this year, because it’s the only time it’s 
close enough that we can do it.  She is still waiting on quotes due to an increase on steel, but this 
would only increase the project approximately $1,500 to $2,000.  Ms. Montgomery stated she 
talked with the person at Symmes Township after hearing Mayor Cahall’s concern over the 
upkeep for splash pads.  She was informed every couple of weeks they service the areas due to 
where they are, there’s some algae once in a while but not much; it’s more the people in Symmes 
Township complaining.  Council Member Clift asked if theirs is partially shaded, and she doesn’t 
believe so.  She explained theirs is huge and the people at Symmes Township expect to be 
catered to, which led to their complaints.  They didn’t want fresh water due to bacteria and this is 
why they began spray washing it every couple of weeks but didn’t want recycled water due to 
chemicals. The person at Symmes Township stated twice a week they power wash the inside of 
restrooms, every other day they have some kind of foam to seal the floors, and clean everything 
thoroughly.  Every day it’s just the general cleaning, mopping, wiping things down.  Their trash 
cans are emptied every day and have to use a hospital-grade sanitizer to clean every trash can.  
Ms. Montgomery suggested this is something that could be done by Street Superintendent Hurley 
and Public Works Operator Anderson.  Mr. Wolfe stated he didn’t know the routine, but he 
thought they power washed the restrooms at our park now.  Ms. Montgomery stated it’s not done 
twice a week.  Ms. Montgomery stated she also talked with Adams County regarding their splash 
pad maintenance, and they simply remove the cover in the Spring, set the timer for the 
timeframes of when it’s to run, when it’s to be opened and closed, and then in the Fall they turn 
it off, drain the pipes, and put the cover on it. 
 
After having seen a special needs adult enjoying themselves in a special swing, Council Member 
Guenther entertained the idea of having adult handicap swing sets at the park and suggested 
finding out the costs to have these installed.  Council Member Clift thought Ms. Montgomery 
had previously checked pricing for this, but she did not remember what it was and thought it was 
for kids.  Administrator Thompson stated he will look into it.  Discussion held as to the design 
and types of handicap swings, and Council Member Guentehr also suggested it was worth 
looking into handicap swings for children also.  Mr. Wolfe suggested Play World Mid States is a 
great company for these items.  Administrator Thompson believes he’s worked with this agency.   
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Mr. Wolfe asked how is money appropriated and if there is a budget line for the park.  Council 
Member Clift affirmed this and that it’s $24,000 per year.  Council Member Guenther and 
Administrator Thompson corrected this amount stating $20,000 per year.  Council Member 
Guenther explained what comes from that.  Administrator Thompson explained the park fund 
accounts for small portion of the operations at the park, $20,000 a year from income tax.  Mr. 
Wolfe asked if hypothetically there could be funds taken from another and put into the park fund.  
Administrator Thompson explained in theory it’s a possibility, but the reality of the situation is 
Street Superintendent Hurley’s salary comes entirely from the street fund, Public Works 
Operator Anderson’s salary comes from the water/sewer fund.  The park fund sets aside some 
money for that, but the entire operation really is not a neat, orderly amount of what it costs to 
operate the park.   
 
Council Member Clift asked Mr. Wolfe if he’d recently been to the dog park and if there were 
bags. He indicated he had been there the previous week, and he was uncertain if there were bags.  
He then asked Administrator Thompson if he had, and during his response, Council Member 
Clift asked if he had texted him about the graffiti at the skate park and if he had looked into that.  
Administrator Thompson stated he did and believed they were going to buy some blue paint for 
that.   
 
Council Member Clift then returned to the conversation regarding the dog park stating there is 
confusion because the “mailboxes” are turned upright.  He explained people are supposed to 
bring their grocery bags to put in the mailboxes, so if the Village runs out of the standard bags 
there is a bag for dog waste, which is to be put in the trash receptacle next to it.  He stated when 
he was there recently there were no bags and people had taken the bags of waste and put in the 
“mailboxes” with the trash cans right next to them.  Administrator Thompson suggested a how-to 
video.  Council Member Clift suggested he could put a how-to video on the Village facebook 
page.  Council Member Clift stated he’s glad people are using the dog park, and Mr. Wolfe 
stated when he’s been there most people have picked up after their pets.  Council Member Clift 
mentioned that people were concerned this would be an issue but is not.  
 
Ms. Montgomery wanted to know if there was going to be another sign put up of rules for the 
skate park.  Council Member Clift asked if signage had just been done.  Administrator 
Thompson stated a new one had been put up, but it was defaced.  Administrator Thompson stated 
they could put up another sign if they wanted to do that, but they did not follow rules and would 
probably deface it.  Council Member Clift stated there’s no point if it’s just going to be defaced.   
 
Mr. Wolfe asked if it had previously been discussed about having a hotspot at the park.  Ms. 
Montgomery stated there has been, but she didn’t know if it had been discussed by Council.  Mr. 
Wolfe stated if there was a hotspot video surveillance could possibly be done. Council Member 
Clift stated if the fiber optic project goes forward it goes through there and we could tie into our 
own network and have a municipal hotspot at the park as well as the square.  Mr. Wolfe asked if 
video surveillance would be easier at that point, Council Member Clift indicated it would and the 
police department could watch it from their office.  
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Ms. Montgomery stated there have been some problems recently at the senior playground and 
monitoring needs to happen.  Council Member Guenther stated previously things were really bad 
there, but it’s come a long way in the past ten years.  Council Member Clift indicated the 
bathrooms had really good upgrades and are now presentable.  He further stated there’s never 
enough money to do everything we want to do, but we do the best we can.  Ms. Montgomery 
stated there is limited space right now to do the things they want to do.  She hopes that there is a 
plan for the remaining 20 acres, because the current park was never planned it was just added to 
here and there.  Hopefully, it will all be planned out before going in there.     
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
The next regular Community Development Committee meeting will be Thursday, April 8, 2021 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Georgetown Municipal Building, Council Chambers.  Council Member 
Guenther made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Council Member Clift.  
Meeting adjourned at 6:57 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Georgetown Mayor    Georgetown Clerk of Council  


